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Reports  
 
Year 11 reports will be visible on Edulink from Thursday 14 October rather than Wednesday 
13 October as advertised in the calendar.  
 
Year 11 Sport Science and iMedia Cambridge Nationals Only 
 
Due to the disruption caused by the pandemic OCR (examination board) have asked schools to 
enter a TAG (Teacher Assessed Grade) for the Sports Science and iMedia courses for their Exam 
Units or coursework units in which were due to be assessed in summer 2021.  Evidence to 
determine the unit TAG can only be taken from work produced up to 31 August 2021. 
 
The TAG that we have sent to the examination boards for these students will be available on Edulink 
from Tuesday 12 October. 
 
If any student is unhappy with their TAG and wishes to be entered for the January exam season, 
they need to submit their entry by Thursday 21 October at the absolute latest.  They have also got 
the summer season as an option.  If anyone does want to sit the exam it will take place on Monday 
10 January at 9am.  Grades will be confirmed by OCR on Thursday 13 January 2022. 
 
Any queries please contact the College on the email address:  
 
exams@collingwood.sch.surrey.sch.uk. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

ART STUDENTS ENJOY KEW GARDENS 

The sun shone for us at Kew 
Gardens on Monday 27 
September with Years 9 and 
10 GCSE art classes.   
 
With most students taking 
over 200 photos we have 

lots to draw from when we are back in 
school.  We visited the many stunning 
greenhouses, saw Marianne North’s 
incredible artwork and even a frog in 
the lily ponds.   
 
We can honestly say it was a 
really enjoyable trip.  Thanks 
to Mrs Wilk, Mrs Judd, Miss 
Gulliford and Mrs Henry. 

 

Mrs Goodall - Head of Art Department 

“Can’t wait 
to paint my 

photos.”  

“This place 
is amazing!” 

“It’s so 
beautiful.” 

mailto:exams@collingwood.sch.surrey.sch.uk
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Thursday 7 October:  Early Closure, finishing at 12.30pm 
  Open Evening, 5.00pm until 8.00pm 
  National Poetry Day 
 
Friday 8 October:  Additional College Day Closure for all Students 
 
Thursday 14 October:  Early Closure, finishing at 2.00pm 
  Sixth Form Open Evening, 5.30pm until 8.00pm, Sixth Form Centre 
 
Wednesday 20 October & 
Thursday 21 October:  Sixth Form Revue, 7.30pm until 10.00pm, Kingston Theatre 
 
Thursday 21 October:  End of Term 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DON’T MISS OUT! 

CAREERS NEWS ... 
I would like to remind parents/carers that the monthly careers newsletter is available to view on our 
website.  Please click on the link below: 
 
https://www.collingwoodcollege.com/page/?title=Newsletters&pid=784 
 

Mrs Clelland - Information, Advice and Guidance Co-ordinator 

I am pleased to inform parents and carers that John Welch, Lara Silverstein and Shaun Garrett all 
submitted nominations for the parent governor vacancies and are therefore re-elected to serve a fur-
ther four-year term of office.  As these were the only nominations received for the four vacancies, a 
ballot is not required.  On behalf of the Governing Board I would like to express my thanks for their 
continued support as governors at Collingwood College.  
 
We do still have a parent governor vacancy on the Governing Board and if you would like further in-
formation about this role, please contact me through the Clerk to the Governing Board 
(s.rutherford@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk). 
 

Mr Barker - Chair of the Governing Board  

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCIES - RESULT 
OF NOMINATION PROCESS  

https://www.collingwoodcollege.com/page/?title=Newsletters&pid=784
mailto:s.rutherford@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk
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Summary of 2022 Exams Announcements   
  
Last week the DfE and Ofqual published a number of documents setting out plans for GCSEs, AS 
levels, A levels and vocational qualifications next year.  The key points from these documents are 
below:  
   
Adaptations  
 
 There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history, ancient history 

and geography.  
 If necessary, centres will be allowed to deliver practical work in GCSE biology, chemistry, 

physics, combined science, geology and astronomy, AS level biology, chemistry, physics and 
geology, and AS and A level environmental science by demonstration.  

 Centres will be allowed to assess the Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) across 
the minimum number of practical activities required to enable students to demonstrate their 
competence in A level biology, chemistry, physics and geology.  

 Students taking GCSE, AS and A level art and design will be assessed on their portfolio only.  
 Exam boards will provide advanced information about the focus of the content of exams for all 

GCSE, AS and A level subjects except GCSE English literature, history, ancient history and 
geography by 7 February 2022 at the latest. This could be released earlier ‘if circumstances 
require’.  

 Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics and a revised equation sheet 
for GCSE physics and combined science.  

 
Grading  
 
 2022 will be a ‘transition year’ to reflect the fact that we are in a pandemic recovery period and 

students’ education has been disrupted.  
 Ofqual will therefore aim for grades in 2022 to reflect a midway point between 2021 and 2019. 

This means that results overall next year will be higher than in 2019 but not as high as in 2020.  
 Exam boards will use data as a starting point, to align their standards in a subject. But the 

grade boundaries for each specification will be set by the senior examiners after they have 
reviewed the work produced by students.  

 Grades for students sitting exams in Autumn 2021 will be aligned with grading in Summer 
2021.  

 When predicting grades for UCAS this year, Ofqual recommends that teachers use the 2019 
standard as the basis, but that they give borderline students the benefit of any doubt.  

 In 2023, Ofqual aims to return to results that are in line with those in pre-pandemic years.  
 
Results Days 
 
Results for exams next year will return to their normal format, with AS and A levels being released 
on 18 August, and GCSEs on 25 August.   
  
Contingency Plans  
 
 The government has launched a two-week consultation on what contingency arrangements 

should be put in place if GCSE, AS and A level exams cannot go ahead as planned in 2022.  
 The government’s proposal is essentially a tweaked TAG process, with tighter guidance on the 

evidence on which TAGs would be based. Specific suggestions include:  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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 planned assessment points from which to gather evidence (e.g. once in each of the late 
autumn, spring and early summer terms)  

 the use, at these assessment points, of approaches which replicate exam board papers 
and exam conditions  

 It is likely that the government will produce guidance on this process, once the consultation is 
complete and the final approach is agreed.  

 
Allergies - Natasha’s Law 
 
Since the start of term, food labelling has been compliant with Natasha’s Law (also known as the UK 
Food Information Amendment), in readiness for the new legislation which came into force on Friday 
1 October.  The legislation is being introduced to protect allergy sufferers and give them confidence 
in the food they buy.  All catering provided by the College is nut-free with detailed allergen 
information provided at catering outlets for each menu option.  Our caterers are able to tailor meals 
to meet a wide range of dietary requirements or allergies.  
 
If your child has a food allergy, please inform the College via the usual parent communication 
channels. 
 
Any students with a severe allergy are provided with care and support in accordance with our 
Supporting Students with Medical Needs Policy.  A large number of our staff are trained in the use of 
auto injectors (epi-pens) and receive regular refresher training.  Where appropriate, an Individual 
Health Care Plan (IHCP) and or risk assessment is completed to identify any necessary adjustments 
or additional support. 
 
Open Evenings Thursday 7 October and Thursday 14 October -  Early College Closures 
 
A reminder that College will finish at 12.30pm on Thursday 7 October and at 2.00pm on Thursday 14 
October as we prepare for our Open Evening and Sixth Form Open Evening respectively.  My 
thanks to the students who have volunteered to help with both events. 
 
I hope as many of those parents/carers with students joining Year 7 and Year 12 next September as 
possible will be able to join us. 
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During the summer holidays I completed my residential as part of my Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold Award.  For my residential I went to Dartmoor Zoological Park (DZP) 
for 5 days and 4 nights.  I stayed at a bunkhouse in the heart of Dartmoor National 
Park with 12 other DofE Gold participants from around the UK and Belgium.  I was 
particularly excited since this was the zoo featured in the film ‘We Bought A Zoo’ 
based on the novel written by the CEO of the zoo, Benjamin Mee.  
 
My week at the zoo consisted of many activities organised by the DZP staff: lectures 
on behaviour, handling animals, animal health, husbandry and the use of restraints, 
training demonstrations, creating enrichments, zoo tours, LVI rounds, zoonosis, and 
dissections.  I thoroughly enjoyed every activity and learnt lots about the day-to-day 
functions of a zoo as well as the role that they play in conservation.  One of my 
favourite experiences was watching the tigers as they were being trained.  The two 
tigers at the zoo, Dragan and Alisha, are trained with the intention of making vet visits 
easier, which also helps to keep them mentally stimulated.  The tigers are trained to 
place their nose on a pointer held up by a keeper, in doing so they receive treats, and 
they are trained to open their mouths so that vets can check their teeth.  This was 
really amazing to see, watching the tigers move on command.  

 
Another important moment of the trip was a close encounter with the 
jaguar Chincha.  Chincha came to Dartmoor Zoo from a French zoo.  
When he arrived at the zoo he was very scared of keepers and quite 
anxious.  However, when a keeper started speaking French to him he 
began to calm down, came out of his den and began to interact more.  It 
turned out he was confused because of all the people speaking English, a 
language he was not used to!  Chincha, like lions, normally sleeps for 
around 20 hours a day so it is very rare to see him.  As a part of the close 
encounter, I was able to see him up close whilst he was being fed.  We 
approached the enclosure fence in small groups and came face to face 
with the jaguar.  We watched him as he was enticed over with some food 

and then was fed with more treats. This was a truly breath-taking experience since we were so close, I was 
able to see Chincha’s detailed coat and giant paws. 
 
As well as meeting big cats up close I was able to handle many 
smaller animals too: a blue tongued skink, a giant African land 
snail, stick insects, leaf insects, a royal python, a corn snake, a 
chameleon, goats and a deer.   

 
One day we did LVI rounds where 
I was responsible for a royal 
python and a hermit crab.  This 
involved cleaning their enclosures, 
refilling their food and water and 
completing checks to ensure the 
animals were in good health.  The 
royal python was a female, named 
Khaleesi.  I scooped her up and 
she sat calmly in my hands as I 
supported the top third and bottom 
third of her body.  I was able to assess her scales, ensuring they were healthy 
and check her eyes weren’t cloudy.  This was quite daunting as it is the first 
time I had done anything like it but by the end I felt much more comfortable 
and was pleased I had made a positive contribution to 
these animals’ care.   

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD - GOLD 
RESIDENTIAL 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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In the hermit crab’s case, he was not able to be handled, he had just changed shells and so was resting.  
Instead, I relied on visual checks to see that he was well.  His name was Medium Dave, named after two 
fellow snails (Small Dave and Large Dave) that had previously been at the zoo and had now passed away.  
 
One of the most surprising moments of the trip was during the handling and restraint lecture.  I was able to 
have a go with some of the equipment the zoo uses in dealing with the animals.  This included the jab stick, 
used for injections, and a dart gun which I had the opportunity to shoot!  I never thought I would have the 
opportunity to use one, even though it was only loaded with a blank dart, and I was shooting at a chair it was 
still good fun!  I felt very professional using the laser to aim and I am happy to report I hit the target! 
 
We spent our evenings taking it in turns to cook meals for one 
another.  My group chose to cook a Spaghetti Bolognese, 
which was voted to be the best meal.  We also participated in 
evening activities such as: campfires, a night walk around the 
zoo and a film night to watch ‘We Bought a Zoo’.  On the last 
night we were lucky enough to have a sleep over at the zoo.  
We camped in the centre surrounded by wolves, lions, 
cheetahs and free roaming peacocks!  Throughout the 
evening we could hear the lions and tigers roaring but 
surprisingly the peacocks squawking was the most annoying, 
an unwelcome alarm clock! 
 
Overall, it was an amazing experience and I have made some 
lifelong memories.  I would definitely recommend the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold Award and this residential to those thinking 
about participating! 
 

Megan Jones - 13LB 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD - GOLD RESIDENTIAL 

Collingwood had a great opportunity to share its 
debating expertise locally.  On Thursday 23 September 
two of our top debaters went to the prestigious St Mary’s 
Ascot to assist their debaters with judging, and feedback 
as part of a debating friendly with Harrow. 
 
Ellie Bean judged one of the junior rooms, Magnus 
Brodie Cooper assisted a St Mary’s team and Mr Baird 
judged the senior room. 
 
This was a great opportunity not only to spread debating to other schools but to develop our own 
skills as judges and debate coaches.  It was also an honour to be able to judge and give feedback to 
a member of the Royal Family who was debating for St Mary’s. 
 
We are busy preparing for the upcoming competition season and our teams will be debating in the 
Oxford Union and Cambridge Union competitions in the coming term. 
 
All students are welcome to attend on Wednesday in Q9 at 3.05 for training or for the open debates 
on Friday lunchtime (Week 1 at 1.30 and Week 2 at 12.30) 
 

Mr Baird - English Department 

DEBATING NEWS ... 

Ellie Bean (11B) 
has made the England 
team, participating in the World 
Schools Debating competition in 
China next year!!!  More details next 
week.  Many congratulations to Ellie. 

STOP 

PRESS!!! 
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DOFE STUDENTS COMPLETE SILVER 
QUALIFYING EXPEDITION 
Eleven students from Year 11 are to be congratulated for 
successfully completing their Silver Qualifying DofE Expedition.  
These 11 have not only completed their Bronze Award in 2020-21 
but are well on their way to also complete their Silver Award too, 
which is no mean feat. 

 
The expedition which took them over the 
South Downs from just above Brighton, 
through Devil’s Dyke and Lancing, finished at 
a small village called Chanctonbury in Sussex. 
 

They endured all weather conditions, including 
being in the clouds on Saturday morning, to 
walking c.60km (some walked more!) over 
three days.  Carrying all their belongings with 
them they climbed hills, waded through very 
large puddles, camped in rustic campsites, 
showed determination and commitment to 
each other and, despite injuries, showed true camaraderie. 
 
It was a hard journey after the six-week summer holiday and not having 
completed the full Silver Practice due to Covid restrictions, but they all did 
remarkably well and will have stories to tell for many years to come. 

 
If the students complete the Silver Award successfully, they 
are all able to begin the Gold Award once they are 16 and 
after their GCSEs Exams are finished. 
 
Well done again, they should be really proud of themselves! 
 
The students involved are: 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Goggin and the DofE Team 

Baker Alexander 11I 

Bean Ellie 11B 

Clayton Seren 11E 

Degiovanni Evie 11I 

Dimmock Lucy 11D 

Goodchild Constance 11B 

Grainge Sophie 11I 

Hills Matilda 11I 

Parry Thomas 11B 

Porter Cameron 11G 

Street Elliot 11G 
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Year 11 Geography students carried out their fieldwork 
at Box Hill last week. 
 
This has been their first opportunity to carry out 
fieldwork since starting their GCSE and whilst the 
weather was not on our side, students managed to 
miss most of the rain showers and investigate the 
impact of visitors on the identity of Box Hill.  Students 
carried out various qualitative surveys; including bi-
polar and Likert surveys and questionnaires to see 
what gives Box Hill its sense of place. 
 
Well done to all the Year 11 Geography students. 
 

Mrs Jackson - Geography Department 

FIELDWORK RETURNS FOR GEOGRAPHY 
STUDENTS 

Tell Us Your Views About… Healthy Food Choices 
and Physical Activity 
 
Dear Resident 
  
Along with our partners, Surrey Heath Borough Council 
want to make it as easy as possible for people to make 
healthy choices. We are currently focusing on two areas in particular; diet 
and physical activity.  We know that while everyone would like to move more and eat a healthy and balanced 
diet, this isn’t always easy or practical - so we want to hear from you as a member of our community about 
your experiences, habits and any suggestions you might have that could make some of these choices easier. 
  
With our partners we’ll use what you tell us to build a better understanding of the local picture, including 
where we might be able to try and influence positive change as part of a ‘Whole Systems Approach’ and will 
allow us to direct our limited resources to the areas we can have the greatest impact. 
                                                                                                                                                                          
The format for your feedback is an anonymous short questionnaire about these two topics, and as a thank 
you for talking to us, we are offering those who complete it the chance to win a supermarket voucher of £100 
through an optional prize draw. If you supply an email address this will only be used by Surrey Heath 
Borough Council for the purposes of the prize draw and will NOT be shared with any third parties. 
  
This conversation will be live until 11.59pm on Sunday 10 October, with the prize draw winner being selected 
the week of 11 October. You can answer the questions by clicking here. 
  
If you have any questions or difficulties in completing the form, please 
contact ben.sword@surreyheath.gov.uk. 
  
Thank you for your time and support which is hugely appreciated and will help us to make a meaningful 
difference to the health of the local community. 

ON BEHALF OF SURREY HEATH BOROUGH 
COUNCIL AND PARTNERS …. 

https://surreyheath.formstack.com/forms/surrey_heath_food_and_diet_conversation
mailto:ben.sword@surreyheath.gov.uk
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Wellington College is delighted to invite you to the remainder of 
the Professional Learning Series for this term!  Everyone is very 
welcome, whatever your role or experiences.  
 
Oct 6, @ 20:15, online: THRIVE: How to cultivate character so young people can flourish 
online. Dr Tom Harrison, Director of Education, Jubilee Centre for Character and Virtues.  Book 
here for the online session: 

https://www.eventsforce.net/2021-22_professionallearningprogramme_session2.  

 
Nov 17, @20:15, Driver Leadership Room: Cultivating a new generation of wise thinkers and 
good leaders.  Dr Ed Brooks, Exec Director, Oxford Character Project. Book here for the live 
session and/or if you want to join online 

https://www.eventsforce.net/2021-22_professionallearningprogramme_session_3 

 
Dec 8, @ 20:15, Driver Leadership Room:  Flourishing leadership and love – what’s the 
connection? Dr Matthew Lee, Director of Empirical Research. Human Flourishing Program, 
Harvard University. Book here for the live session and/or if you want to join online 

https://www.eventsforce.net/2021-22_professionallearningprogramme_session4 

WELLINGTON COLLEGE PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING SERIES 

https://www.eventsforce.net/2021-22_professionallearningprogramme_session2
https://www.eventsforce.net/2021-22_professionallearningprogramme_session_3
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthew-t-lee-663548209/
https://www.eventsforce.net/2021-22_professionallearningprogramme_session4
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You never know where life may take you.   

Canada is a dual language country, with both English and French being the two 
official languages. In secondary school it was mandatory that we took French in 
Grade 8 and 9 like so many of my peers I chose not to continue with languages. 
Little did I know where my life would take me.  

After college I chose to come to the UK (it was a safe environment because they 
spoke English).  A few years later I applied for a job working on cruise ships.  I 
was away at sea for six months at a time over a period of 4 years.  I got to see 
and visit so many places including the Caribbean, North America, Central America, South America, 
the South Pacific, New Zealand and Australia, and parts of Europe.  I even spent six weeks in 
Northern Italy preparing a cruise ship for its maiden voyage to New York.  A fantastic experience but 
what I discovered is my perception in school that I wouldn’t ever need a second language left me at 
a disadvantage when travelling.  It was difficult to communicate in some of these countries.  For 
example, when we visited some of the villages in Brazil as we travelled up the Amazon to Manaus.  
The Brazilians did not speak English and we could not speak their language (which was 
Portuguese).  Many of the Crew that I worked with were from Italy, Mexico and Portugal and they all 
spoke their mother tongue and English and found it so much easier when we were in some of these 
countries as they could understand what the local people were saying and communicate back. 

I instantly regretted my decision to not progress with languages.  It has also impacted me in applying 
for roles as an HR professional in international roles as you need to be fluent in both English and 
another language.  I now strongly encourage young people that having a second language is 
important as you just never know where your life will take you as an adult.  
 

Mrs Evans - HR Department 

CELEBRATING EUROPEAN LANGUAGES DAY 

Whilst waiting at bus stops for transport to College, please can parents/carers ask their son/ 
daughter to be mindful and respectful of the fact that some of our community have different work 
patterns, and excessive noise at those bus stops early in the morning can be upsetting. 
 
Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter. 

STUDENT NOISE LEVEL AT BUS STOPS 

There has recently been a number of near-miss accidents caused by students crossing the A30 - 
dodging in and out of the traffic and running across the road.   
 
We would like to remind ALL students that the footbridge by the fire station or the pelican crossing at 
the A30 Caesar’s Camp Road junction MUST always be used to cross the A30. 

CROSSING THE A30 
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Last week we celebrated European languages, and the students loved it! 
 
This week we are starting a month long celebration of Black History.  
 
We are displaying biographies, autobiographies, real stories and fictional stories of lives that have 
often scarified and suffered in the name of equality for all. 
 
On the activity tables students will have a choice of various word searches, drawing and famous 
quotes to read and illustrate. 

 
Book of the Week for Years 7 and 8 
 
‘Booked’ is the tale of 12 year old Nick who uses books and his rapping school 
librarian as a way of making it through the school year with challenges at both 
home and in school. 
 
‘Booked is an incredible novel.  Written in verse, it's instantly readable, will grip a 
reluctant reader from page one and will improve every reader's vocabulary without 
them even realising it.  The story has something for everyone, from school and 
family drama to fast-paced, rhythmic football matches.  It's a joy to read.’  Book 
review by book trust. 
 

 
Book of the Week for Year 9 and Above 
 
‘Saint Death’ is a thriller set on the Mexican-US border where Arturo and Faustino 
have only 36 hours to replace a drug lord’s stolen money or face death! 
 
‘A tightly-plotted, dark and thrilling tale of crime, poverty and desperation, Saint 
Death pulls no punches in painting a horribly accurate picture of life for the 
poorest young people in Mexico, where savage criminality may be the only 
choice.  Arturo and Faustino are beautifully drawn, and the story is completely 
compelling until the dramatic, tragic conclusion.  Book review by book trust. 
 
Read by Mrs Teissonniere: Arturo and Faustino will stay in your mind and heart 
for a long time to come.  Let us never tire of working towards equality for all, no 
matter how hard or distant it may seem at times! 
 
Overdue Library Books  
 
Please ask your son/daughter if they have any overdue books/DVDs and encourage them to bring 
them back as soon as possible.  Thanks for your support. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to send us an email: 
 
library-list@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk 
 

Mrs Teissonniere and Ms Blay - Library Co-Managers 

LIBRARY NEWS ... 

mailto:library-list@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk
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