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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Year 11 Prom, Transition Arrangements for Year 6 Students and Other End-of-term Activities
We have been waiting for government guidance on a number of College-related events including the
Year 11 Prom and transition arrangements for Year 6 students joining us in September. On Friday
we heard that this guidance is expected around Monday 17 May. Below is an extract from the Local
Authority which I hope clarifies the current position:

‘DfE Guidance regarding transition days, parents’ evenings, school summer activities, including
school proms, etc.
We have been advised that DfE guidance is due to be published in mid-May in line with the next
road-map step relating to schools. This should include details on transition days, parents’ evenings,
school summer activities, school proms, etc. The update states that schools should await further
guidance before undertaking any extensive planning of activities. It is expected that Q&A will also
be provided which will assist in explaining arrangements for parents and carers.’
When we have received this guidance, I will confirm our plans for our Year 11 Prom and, for those
of you who have younger siblings coming to us in September, arrangements for Year 6 transition
this year.
We are very keen to see what the guidance allows us to do and whether we can hold face-to-face
events, which is our preference, however we will only do this if the guidance permits this and we are
absolutely sure that it will be safe to do so.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

DRAMA STUDENTS EXCEL IN FINAL
PERFORMANCE
On Thursday 29 April our Year 11 and Year 13
Drama students staged their final performance at
Collingwood College as part of their Drama course.
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We are immensely proud of their achievements on
the day which involved students performing an
extract from a script in a style of their choice. All
students were exceptional, showing creativity and
originality and showing fantastic professionalism.
Well done to all students involved and a big thank
you to Dan Wright on lighting and Aidan Urquhart on
sound. We would also like to thank Miss Cooper for
all her work with the Year 11 group during the term.
And lastly, thank you to all the staff who came to watch the performances. Please find a selection of photos
from the day’s events on the next page.
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Although both the Year 11 and Year 13 Drama students have had a turbulent experience during this and last
year, they all excelled and pushed themselves to each achieve their potential. As their Drama teacher, I
could not be prouder.

Mrs Valu - Head of Performing Arts
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DON’T MISS OUT!
Friday 7 May:

Year 11 DofE Silver Qualifying Expedition Evening Activities at Collingwood,
6th Form Field, 3.15pm until 8.00pm

Saturday 8 May:

Year 11 DofE Silver Qualifying Expedition, Day Walk in New Forest
(coach travel)

Sunday 9 May:

Year 11 DofE Silver Qualifying Expedition, Day Walk in New Forest
(coach travel)

Monday 10 May:

Year 9 FSB/Men ACWY Immunisations

Tuesday 11 May:

Year 9 FSB/Men ACWY Immunisations

Thursday 13 May:

Early Closure, finishing at 12.30pm

Saturday 22 May:

Year 10 DofE Bronze Practice Day Walk Surrey Hills

Sunday 23 May:

Year 9 DofE Bronze Practice Day Walk Surrey Hills

Tuesday 25 May:

Early Closure, finishing at 12.30pm

Wednesday 26 May:

Year 10 Bronze DofE Campcraft (Route Planning), T1, 3.05pm until 6.00pm

Thursday 27 May:

Year 10 Bronze DofE Campcraft (Route Planning), T1, 3.05pm until 6.00pm

Friday 28 May:

End of Term

PHOTOS OF YEARS 11 AND 13 DRAMA
STUDENTS IN FINAL PERFORMANCE
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Dates for your Diary
A reminder that we will have two early closures on Thursday 13 May and Tuesday 25 May.
Students will be set work to be completed at home at these times.
Year 7 Numbers for September
I am very pleased to inform you that we are currently full for September with a long waiting list! The
total number of preferences has increased year-on-year for the last eight years and, indeed, a
number of our year groups are now at capacity. This situation is due to the positive reputation of the
College in Surrey Heath and a tribute to the hard work of our outstanding staff. Our students
continue to be the best ambassadors for the reputation of the College, and they deserve much
credit for their positive, hard-working and co-operative attitude in College, leading to consistently
strong examination results, and the way they represent us in the local community. I also know that
‘word-of-mouth’ recommendations from parents significantly impact on prospective parent choices
and therefore I would like to thank you for your support for us. Not only are these numbers good for
the morale of all those of us connected with Collingwood but it also has a very positive impact on
our finances which means we can invest more in our site - details of our site improvement plans, to
be completed over the summer holidays, to follow shortly!

Mr Tanner - Principal

RETURN TO PAGE 1

CAREERS INFORMATION
I would like to remind parents/carers that the monthly careers newsletter is available to view on our
website. Please click on the link below:
https://www.collingwoodcollege.com/page/?title=Newsletters&pid=784
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Furthermore, I would like to remind Year 10 students and parents/carers that they can request a
careers interview.
They can use the form which is available here or via the QR code below:
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Mrs Clelland - Information, Advice and Guidance Co-ordinator
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GOLD DOFE STUDENTS’ SAILING
EXPEDITION
During the Easter break we spent seven days learning to
sail as a part of our Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. We
sailed with the Morning Star Trust on a 35 ft sailing yacht
named Bright Star. We had always wanted to learn to sail
and our expedition provided us with the perfect
opportunity.
Beforehand, in preparation, we completed an online
course from the Royal Yachting Association called
Essential Navigation and Seamanship. In this we learnt
about tides, route planning, safety, weather, identifying
different buoys and give-way rules. By doing so we had a
better idea of what to expect on the expedition since we
had never sailed before!
On Monday 5 April, we went to Northney Harbour, Hayling Island, and met up with our Skipper, Toby,
and First Mate, Mary. It was a cold day so we got straight into our oil skins (these are thicker technical
jackets and trousers meant for very bad weather at sea) and lifejackets, then prepared to set sail out of
the harbour. In order to leave the harbour various jobs needed to be completed: taking the fenders off
the boat that are left on at port, designating someone to be the roving fender (trying to prevent any
damage to the boat), creating springs at the front and back of the boat to help swing the boat away from
the pontoon and untying all the lines to set the boat free. During our first day we learnt how to raise the
main sail using a series of winches, how to use said winches, how to helm (steer) the boat, how to tack
(turn the boat), how to tie the most important sailing knots and how to appropriately fill out/use the
logbook. Throughout the day it was bitterly cold and even started snowing which was a challenge for us
novice sailors!
Every morning we planned our routes using a sea chart to try and maximise the
wind direction. The ideal way to sail is on a beam reach, at 90 degrees to the
wind, that way you maximise your speed. It is also important to consider the
tides, so we would try to plan to travel with the tides, that way we would benefit
from being pushed by the wind and the waves. This allowed us to keep
competing for our fastest speed, eventually we were able to reach 8.2 knots
(9.4mph)! This doesn’t sound very fast but was quick for a yacht of its size.
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Using everything we had learnt we were able to plan
different routes to sail throughout our expedition.
One of these was to Sandown Bay on the Isle of
Wight. On this particular day the sea was very calm
and the weather was slightly warmer but we still had
to wear five layers of clothing and two pairs of gloves
to keep warm! We continued to practice everything
our group had been learning and successfully left
Northney, crossing a shipping channel, sailing all the
way to the Isle of Wight. We even put up the genoa,
a second sail found at the front of the boat, for the
first time and practiced tacking using both the main and the genoa. With both
sails up we were able to pick up some extra speed, this would tip the boat up
onto its side. When this happens all of the crew sit on the high side of the
boat to even out the weight and this makes it much easier for the helmsman.
This was really good fun and let us practice our ability to helm the boat,
setting us up for our PB speed achieved later on in the week.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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GOLD DOFE SAILING EXPEDITION
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On two other days we sailed up and down the Solent. On one
day we sailed up to two forts that stand across the body of water.
They were built for the Napoleon Wars and were used until the
1950s, but one has now been converted into a hotel. On
another occasion we sailed over a submerged wall. This was
originally used to link one of the forts to land but once the fort
was out of use a hole was made in it to allow boats to sail
through. It was all hands on deck to ensure that we passed
through the small hole and not into the wall!
Our last day was Sunday 11 April and we decided to use that
day to explore all the small channels between Northney and
Chichester Harbour. This allowed us to put into practice all that
we had learnt over the course of the week to captain our own
vessel, relying on each other to complete all the tasks. This was
a particularly busy stretch of water (especially since the weather
was a little warmer on this day!), where many small boats were
racing, fishing vessels were coming in and out of port and lots of day sails were taking place, this added
to the difficultly of navigation and put to the test our knowledge of ‘the rules of the road’ and how to react
to other boats.
After a successful day of sailing we came back to harbour and ‘put the boat to bed’. This involved
washing the boat down which prevents the salt from the sea water from perishing the wood/plastic/metal
on the boat, tying the boat up to the pontoon, tidying away the sails and refuelling. We even had the
opportunity to winch each other up to the top of the mast, this was a really exciting experience and the
views at the top were amazing!
Overall, learning to sail as a part of our Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award has been incredible. It was a
truly unique experience we would not have otherwise had the opportunity to complete. We would
encourage anyone to get involved with the Duke of Edinburgh Award at whatever level, should that be
Gold then consider learning to sail, we would definitely recommend!!
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Megan Jones - 12SO

CROSSING THE A30

There has recently been a number of near-miss accidents caused by students crossing the A30 dodging in and out of the traffic and running across the road.
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We would like to remind ALL students that the footbridge by the fire station or the pelican crossing
at the A30 Caesar’s Camp Road junction MUST always be used to cross the A30.
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MFL STUDENTS SHOW GREAT COMMITMENT
Congratulations to our MFL KS4 Heavy Weight Champion students who have
shown great determination, commitment and resilience this term:
Year 9

Charlotte Edwards 9A
Lucia Ellul 9B
Ehsha Nadiadi 9B
Rhys Evans 9D
Lucy Lincoln 9H
Tya Tilbury 9H
Zara Hogston 9I
Hannah Reeve 9I
Ryan de Ruijter 9J
Kayleigh de Ruijter 9K
Lauren Taylor 9K

Year 10

Dre Axell 10A
Samuel Cox 10A
Benji Young 10A
Lauren Oakley 10C
Charlie Fox 10E
Joshua Allsopp 10F
Scarlett Aubury 10G
Lucy Barratt 10H
Bilal Syed 10H
Lola Jolly 10I
Sophie Kadwell 10I

Year 11

Neve San Emeterio 11A
Oyinkansola Bakare 11C
Charlotte Morris 11C
Lauren Albury 11D
Amber Lilley 11D
Leah Hope 11H
Tej Pama 11I
Jake Pang 11I
Lola Rega 11J
Euan Gray 11K

Mrs Garcia - KS4 MFL Co-ordinator

EXAM CERTIFICATES
Exam certificate postage payment is available on ParentPay. Please ensure payment is made
as soon as possible to ensure your child receives their exam certificates for the summer 2021
season. This is of particular importance for those students in Year 11 and 13 who are leaving
the College.
To avoid certificates being lost in transit or left crumpled at the bottom of a school bag, we
encourage payment to be made for Year 9 and 10 too.
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For those that make payment for postage, exam certificates are usually despatched in
December using Royal Mail’s ‘Signed For’ service.
Certificates will be required by future employers and further education institutes. If you don’t
have your certificates when you need them in later life, the exam boards can provide a
replacement statement of results but it is very costly.
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Collingwood Exams Team
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INVESTIN SUCCESS BEYOND SCHOOL- FREE
LIVE ONLINE SEMINARS FOR PARENTS

NEWS

We are delighted to announce the latest in our Success Beyond School series; free-ofcharge, 'Live Online' seminars designed to help parents supercharge their children's
career potential.
Tuesday 11th May: Own The Room
Power up your child's public speaking skills; vital for any career
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Wednesday 9th June: Success in the City
How to land a top job in the City: law, finance, consultancy and more
These events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and free to attend. Click on
the dates above to register and enhance your child's future!
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LIBRARY NEWS ...
Displays

Come and have a look at
what the DofE students
have put together to
celebrate and remember
the exceptional life of the
Duke of Edinburgh.

This was the last project for
this lovely, very efficient
group of DofE students. They
have been with us throughout the lockdown and finally finished their
volunteering last week. Their work is always completed to a high
standard. Many thanks to Isabelle G, Charlotte, Isabelle T, Jasmine, Zara
and Hannah for all your hard work.
Without a minute to spare, the second
group of Bronze DofE students has
come through our doors and for their
first project organised this display of
books dedicated to the Duke’s life.
New Fiction Books
Ms Blay has been busy sourcing new books. Here are eight new exciting titles, ranging from adventure,
fantasy, series and stories told in Poems.
Our fiction books in the library are classified in
alphabetical order using the first three letters of
the surname of the author, e.g. J.K. Rowling
will be under the reference of: ‘f row’.
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YA stands for Young Adults. These books are
reserved for Year 9 and above.
Overdue Library Books
We understand that there are overdue books
due to the lockdown. Please ask your son/
daughter if they have any overdue books/DVDs
and encourage them to bring them back as
soon as possible.
From Friday 30 April one Behaviour Point will
be added each week that any books or DVDs
remain unreturned or not paid for.
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Thanks for your support.

If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to send us an email:
library-list@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk

Mrs N Teissonniere/Ms S Blay - Library Co-Managers
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