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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
COVID
We are continuing to monitor the situation very carefully regarding staff and student COVID-related illness
and absence. At the time of writing, we have 6 staff and over 100 students absent. Official Surrey County
Council figures (for whole communities not just schools) suggest that Surrey Heath and Camberley are the
highest and third highest of all Surrey areas, respectively, in terms of rates of COVID infections.
These figures have made us reconsider our immediate and longer-term plans to try to reach a balance on
what we think is right for the health and safety of our staff, students and families whilst considering
the situation in the wider community. As you know, the College has remained within government guidance
throughout the pandemic and this guidance has subtly changed recently in that it now asks Head Teachers/
Principals to prepare for a range of additional protective measures within the national contingency
framework and not to necessarily wait for instructions from Public Health Teams but to make decisions
appropriate to their context and what is happening in their schools.
With this in mind, I have decided that it is necessary to implement the following additional measures to
try to minimise transmission within the College.
With immediate effect and up until the end of this term:



All assemblies will now be conducted remotely via Teams or held outside if weather permits
All Parents’ Evenings will be conducted remotely via School Cloud
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

SIXTH FORM REVUE - THE SHOW MUST GO ON!
After a long wait, Collingwood officially held its
first event in the recently refurbished Kingston
Theatre. The annual Sixth Form Revue came
back with a bang as students performed, sang
and danced their way through the night. Students
performed for two nights on Wednesday 20
October and Thursday 21 October, however,
weeks of preparation had taken place to ensure
both nights were a huge success.

NEWS
Thank you to all the staff, students, friends and
family of Collingwood who came to see the
Revue and support our Sixth Form.

Well done to all the cast and crew involved in the
show, especially Izzy Cox who directed the cast.
Special thanks to Rhys Barratt who came every
day in his half term from Brit school as our sound
technician. And as always, thank you to Dan
Wright who blew us all away again with his
wonderful lighting. The second night, when faced
with a technical issue, Mrs Sarah Evangelista saved the show by organising delivery of a digital audio mixer.
Thank you so much to you and the team at Showstate for your compassion and generosity.
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Be sure to check out our Collingwood social media pages and @collingwoodperformingarts on Instagram for
highlights all next week.

Mrs Valu - Head of Performing Arts and Drama Department
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DON’T MISS OUT!
Tuesday 9 November:

Celebration of Student Achievement, 7.00pm until 9.00pm,
Kingston Theatre NOW POSTPONED

Thursday 11 November:

Year 12 Virtual Parents’ Evening, 4.30pm until 7.00pm

Friday 12 November:

Non-uniform Day in Support of Children in Need

ENGLISH SCHOOLS CROSS-COUNTRY
On Monday 18 October eight girls represented the College in the 1st round of the
English Schools Cross-Country event at Tiffin School, Kingston. As with every year the
standard of competition was very high with us competing mainly against private
schools. All of the girls did incredibly well on the day and should be very proud of their
efforts.
In the Years 7/8 race Katie McBride 7H, Sophie Rushe 7H, Evie
Green 8D and Evalyn Haine 8D all ran very well with Katie in
particular finishing in 10th out of 90 runners which when
competing against Year 8s is a great achievement.

In the Years 9/10 race Sophie Duckworth 9J, Lauren Taylor 10K, Kayleigh de Ruijter
10K and Emillie Edwards 9C represented the College and all once again ran incredibly
well over a distance of 3 km.
I have to thank all the students for running in the event as I know when trying to fill the teams I hit a brick wall
but these girls all said yes straight away which I thank them for.

Mr Andrews – Year Manager - Year 11

LINKS TO VIDEOS FOR FAMILIES/CARERS
WHO ARE SUPPORTING CYP WITH ADHD
AND AUTISM
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Please find below links to some really useful parent/carer videos for families/carers who are supporting CYP
with ADHD and Autism sent from Surrey’s Children and Young People’s Mental Health Team:
1.

Animations that have been made by a parent/carer charity in West Sussex in association with a small
film company. Thanks to funding from West Sussex County Council, Reaching Families have designed
a number of animations on various issues related to children with SEND. Views of their animations
have been significantly greater than views of their factsheets and CYP/carer feedback is that they were
much preferred.
Reaching Families Animations
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2.

New animation series on YouTube from Oxfordshire Health Foundation Trust (second link is the series
via YouTube)
How do I help? Animation series launched for parents and families of neurodiverse children and
young people - Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust
A parents' guide to supporting children and young people: ADHD and autism - YouTube
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Only year group activities that are in year group bubbles or can retain social distancing will
continue. This means the Year 11 practice exams, the Year 11 achievement conference, single
year group extra-curricular teams and clubs and production activities can continue
We are postponing (but hope to rearrange if possible/appropriate) the Celebration of
Achievement evening, the Autumn Term music concert and the Carol Concert.

Once again, I would ask for parental and student support on this matter. These decisions have not been
taken lightly and are designed to protect staff and students from increased transmission of COVID and the
likely subsequent illness and loss of education.

Possible Further Measures – Face Coverings
We do not yet consider it necessary to reintroduce the mandatory use of face coverings in College. However,
this step may be required in the near future and I would ask all parents to be prepared for this change to be
made at short notice.
It is our intention that, if required, face coverings will initially be reintroduced in communal areas with the
further possibility that their use will also be required in classrooms from a later date.
The same systems as last academic year will be used for those students that have any reason not to wear a
face covering (parent to contact their Year Manager who will issue student with a wrist band to signify
exemption; students will not be challenged).
We continue to monitor guidance issued nationally and by the Local Authority and it remains possible
that public health officials will recommend measures beyond those described here.
Once again, I would ask for parental and student support on this matter. These decisions have not been
taken lightly and are designed to protect staff and students from increased transmission of COVID and the
likely subsequent illness and loss of education.
I would ask all students to continue to follow government guidance on when to self-isolate (https://
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-todo/) and our College procedures for regular home testing and hand hygiene.
As per our guidance on our website, students who are absent due to COVID-related reasons should access
their work on OneNote as they did last year. All staff are putting their lessons and related resources on there
each day so that there is no requirement for either staff or students to be emailing each other about the work.
If your child hasn’t accessed the OneNote pages for their new classes yet, they need to do so first via Teams
– this is the step that some students are missing out. Our support videos can be found here: https://
www.collingwoodcollege.com/page/?title=Remote+Learning&pid=794

NEWS
Student Vaccinations

We are waiting to hear from the NHS regarding a new date for student vaccinations to be held on our site.
Parents can now book these vaccinations at alternative sites via the national booking system.
Annual Parent/Carer Survey

To enable us to review the success of the College we would welcome your views via our annual parent/carer
survey. You may complete one survey per family or one per child. All parents/carers may complete a
survey. Please click on the link below to access the survey:

& VIEWS
https://forms.office.com/r/kFUdVkMwWH

The deadline for surveys to be completed is Friday 26 November. Thank you in advance for your
feedback.

Mr Tanner - Principal

RETURN TO PAGE 1
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INTERVIEW WITH ….
Miss Jones
1. What’s your job title and what does a typical day look like at work for
you?

My job title is KS3 IT Co-ordinator and Teacher of iMedia. I also have a form
group – 9I. Plus I now teach PE and Geography.
At the moment my day usually sees me rushing into school as it’s rare in the
mornings for my children at home to turn off “snail pace” and get dressed and
ready for school on time. No day is the same at work so I don’t really have a
typical day, which is one reason why I enjoy my job, I would not cope working in
an office at a desk all day!
2.
What was your first paying job and what did you do before you joined
Collingwood?
I have always been a teacher; I went straight from university to my first teaching
job in Devon. I taught in Devon for 4 years and then moved to Surrey. Since
being in Surrey I taught at George Abbot School. I was there for around 4 years
until I decided to have a break to be at home more with my children. I ended up
having 18 months out of teaching and during this time I trained to be a massage
therapist and specialised in pregnancy massage. I then got back into teaching
again by becoming a supply teacher with an agency; I got to see a mix of schools
and decide my own hours. Whilst covering I was then offered a job at Fernhill
School as Head of Computing before joining Collingwood.
3.

Who inspires you?

There are many athletes who I am a fan of and inspire to be like. One being
Lucy Charles-Barclay who is World Champion Iron Man athlete. I just wish I
had more time to train to a higher level. Lucy comes from a swimming
background and dominates the Swim from the start in a triathlon.
4.

What’s something you’re proud of?

That I still compete even after having two kids, thinking that my days of
competing were done. But since then, I have competed more and achieved
more than I ever thought I would.
5.

What’s your favourite food?

My mum’s roast lamb dinner followed by a homemade raspberry pavlova!

6. Do you have any hidden talents or hobbies?
Not sure if it’s hidden anymore (thank you Miss Evans) … I swam for England
whilst in Secondary School.

About 5 years ago I took up Obstacle Course Racing and got selected to be in the
women’s UK team and I went off travelling taking part in the World and European
Championships.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Miss Jones (Cont’d)
Two Years ago, I thought I would have a go at Aquathlon (swim/run). I did
quite well and qualified to be part of the British Triathlon team. This year I
took part in the national championships and next year I have the European
Championships.
7.

Are you a morning person or a night owl?

Definitely a morning person - I get all my jobs done in the morning. I
struggle to stay up after 9:30pm! I also have two dogs who seem to think
5am is walk time!
8.

Are you a coffee or tea person?

A cup of Earl Grey in the morning and then it’s coffee (latte) during the day to
keep me going!
9.
If you could have a career in anything, what
would it be?
I love design and illustrations. I would love to become
an illustrator and illustrate children’s books.

10. What three items would you take with you to a
deserted island?

I guess I’ve been watching too many survival shows on TV! Assuming I would have
my everyday clothes and shoes... A heavy-duty knife and a fire-starting kit so I can
build a shelter and make a fire. This means I can then also build tools to hunt for food and catch fish and
cook this over my fire. My third item would be my knitting bag, I love to knit and I could knit some handy
survival goodies and clothes and also it allows me to just switch off and relax.
Mr Kang
1.

What’s your job title and what does a typical day look like at work for you?

Premises and Facilities Manager – The great thing about my role is that no day is the
same. I manage the campus, ensuring it is as safe as possible for all
staff, students and visitors. This includes heating, water management, fire alarms,
electrical safety to name a few.
2.

What was your first paying job and what did you do before you joined
Collingwood?

My first paying job was at McDonalds – I finished Year 11 and my Mum filled in an application (without me
knowing) and said you are going to work! I worked at a Secondary School in Ealing as an Assistant Manager
working with the leisure centre and site team. I worked at Featherstone High School from 2007.
3.

Who inspires you?

The person that inspires me the most is my great grandad. He lost his wife and raised four young
children, crossed the border to India from Pakistan in 1947 and then migrated to the UK in the 1960’s to set
up a life for future generations. A famous person that inspires me the most is Nelson Mandela; he was a
selflessness human and the sacrifices he made were incredible.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Mr Kang (Cont’d)
4.

What’s something you’re proud of?

In one of my previous jobs, I implemented an exercise program for the elderly in 2009 and this is still running
today. The program was designed to help people with mobility issues, and we had some fantastic impact
stories. Clients and their family members were extremely pleased. It was such a popular initiative we secured
a small pot of funding to help purchase some additional equipment.

5.

What’s your favourite food?

I love oriental food, Thai, Malaysian, Vietnamese, Japanese but Chinese is my favourite.
6.

Do you have any hidden talents or hobbies?

I’m a big fan of boxing and play golf (but not very good). I also like to travel around the world.
7.

Are you a morning person or a night owl?

I am a morning person.
8.

Are you a coffee or tea person?

I am a water person lol, but if I have a hot drink, it would be a coffee but that is less than once a week.
9.

If you could have a career in anything, what would it be?

If I was not doing what I am now I would love to be a pilot.
10.

What three items would you take with you to a deserted island?

A knife, playing cards and lots of matches.

NEWS
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YEAR 9 ART STUDENTS VISIT BROOKLANDS
At the start of each academic year the Art
Department organises trips which support
students’ coursework. This term, Year 9
students studying the one-year BTEC Art and
Design course visited Brooklands Motor
Museum.

Students had a busy day
collecting valuable primary
research to inform their
Mechanics and Movement 2D
and 3D design units. They had
the opportunity to photograph the collection of cars, aircraft, buses, motorbikes and
bicycles on display around the site.
They were also able to climb aboard many of the
exhibits including Concorde and Brooklands staff
were on hand to give more information on the
history of the exhibits and materials used.
We were all very impressed by the Maclaren cars
on display, especially the car made from Lego!
As always, the staff at Brooklands were
complimentary about Collingwood students and
look forward to seeing the work generated from the visit.

Mrs Judd - Art Department

YEAR 10 GIRLS SHOW DEDICATION AT
ANNUAL BADMINTON TOURNAMENT!

NEWS

On Thursday 14 October four students from Collingwood went to
Tomlinscote to represent the College in the annual KS4 Badminton
tournament. Venushi Kalubalage 10I, Eloise Barnett 10K, Connie
Vooght 10K and Jasmine Byrne 10I all gave up an afternoon which
showed excellent dedication as we did have a half day.
The girls played four matches during the afternoon. They beat
Winston Churchill, Fullbrook and SJB. Their only loss was to the
eventual winners which was Sir William Perkins.
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The girls all being Year 10 have another opportunity next year to try
and take the title which I am sure they will all be up for.
Special thanks to Mr San Emeterio for taking the girls.

Mr Andrews - Year Manager - Year 11
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INTERNET AND SOCIAL MEDIA SAFE
As a College we would like to remind
you to take a vested interest with
regards to what Apps your child has on
his/her phone. Children in Years 7 and
8 especially, will have missed important
information over the past two years due
to COVID about how to keep
themselves safe online.
We are planning on hosting Internet Safety Seminars/Assemblies with all year groups once mass
gatherings are deemed able to happen again. We will also follow this up with a face-to-face event
with parents as soon as we can feasibly do so.
In the meantime, students in Years 7 and 8 will be receiving some pointers on how to keep
themselves safe online through their ICT lessons with a particular focus on the three main social
media platforms they use – Tik Tok, Instagram and Snapchat.
The lesson will cover:




The current popular Apps, what they can/cannot do and access, dispelling some of the myths –
e.g. Snapchat pictures disappear.
The legalities of some of the behaviours young people are carrying out nationwide.
Top tips to keep themselves safe online (know your friends) and the importance of privacy
settings.

Until the point where we are able to hold a face-to-face event, please can we ask that you monitor
your child’s internet, social media usage and platforms they use. In the majority of the (very few)
potentially serious situations we have encountered at Collingwood, parents were not aware of a lot
of what their children were posting or accessing via their devices.
We look forward to speaking to you in person soon about this matter. Until we can, we advise you
do the following:

NEWS







Ensure your child has their settings on private and you have access to what and when they are
posting. If you meet resistance, that not only is a red flag but should be met with a reminder as
to who pays the bill! This may involve knowing their password. Always have access to their
password/phone entry code.
Ask about friends you are unsure about and do not know, especially those they are in regular
communication with online.
Restrict their phone use late at night. Notifications are the main cause of sleep deprivation in
under-16s. If they use it for an alarm consider purchasing a cheap alarm clock as a substitute.
If you are unsure leave the phone near you one evening so you can gauge what comes
through.
If you are having issues limiting their use. Consider wifi limiting Apps such as OurPact,
NetNanny and SecureTeen – there are numerous others.
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If you would like to know more, please feel free to check out or get in touch:
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers

Mr Cleary - Senior Assistant Principal/DSL
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LIBRARY NEWS ...
Year 7 Reading Project
Just a reminder that the Year 7 Reading Project
launches today. Each form group has been
assigned either a fiction or a non-fiction book to read
during tutor time. This will take place on the
following days: Week 1 Wednesday and Week 2
Monday and Wednesday.
There will be a mixture of reading and discussion in
registration about the different ideas/themes which become apparent
whilst reading. There will be several activities such as reviews and
competitions for form groups.
By the end of the year, every Year 7 student will have read five
books and completed engaging activities. Most of all, the Reading
Project’s aim is to encourage Year 7 students to read for pleasure/
enjoyment.
New Titles
The following new titles are available to borrow from the library:

NEWS

Overdue Library Books

Please ask your son/daughter if they have any overdue books/DVDs and encourage them to bring
them back as soon as possible. Thanks for your support.
If you have any concerns or questions, do not hesitate to send us an email:
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library-list@collingwood.surrey.sch.uk

Mrs Teissonniere and Ms Blay - Library Co-Managers
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